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In the Spring 2021 semester, I took an opportunity to be an undergraduate teaching
assistant and aided Dr. Moysey Brio with teaching the MATH 322: Mathematical Analysis for
Engineers. My duties as a UTA included creating templates for homeworks, developing
sufficient rubrics, grading the homework, providing overall class trends to the professor, working
for two hours every week with the calculus tutoring center, and aiding students through lectures
and over email.

During my first semester as a UTA, I initially had a very difficult time in my calculus
tutoring hours, partially because of having forgotten vector calculus, but mostly because I lacked
confidence. However, over this semester I noticed that I did not feel nervous at all when I was
tutoring. This made me feel more comfortable while listening to students’ doubts and helping
them with the same. This time around, I felt like I could guide them through the steps more
smoothly, and by the feedback that I received, I could say that the students left more
knowledgeable than when they came in. Through the UTA program, I realized I had developed
an ability to explain mathematical concepts with adequate simplicity and clarity.

One of the highlights of this semester for me was when I had to teach an entire
50-minute lecture by myself when Dr. Brio wasn’t available to do so. Even though I was given
some lecture notes to use for teaching, I was still very anxious about the idea of having to do it
all alone. However, being quite familiar with the topic that I had to teach (Eigenvalues and
Eigenvectors); I was able to adapt the lecture notes to a style I was comfortable with. I prepared
abundantly and was thus able to finish the entire 50 minutes of the lecture successfully. It was a
great experience learning how to teach entire topics by myself. One thing that I would like to
improve on is making the lecture more interesting. During my class, I felt like the concepts I was
teaching were reaching the students, but they did not seem very enthusiastic about it. I would
like to increase the interest of the students in what I am trying to teach to make sure that they
absorb the content more efficiently.

The UTA seminar also encouraged me to learn LaTeX more by having to develop an
entire slide deck using it. As a result, I now have enough mastery over LaTeX to write my own
documents such as homework templates and solutions. This has helped me not only with my
UTA duties and math homeworks, but also with my physics lab reports and term projects.

I would like to thank the Math department, Dr. Brio, Dr. Duron, and Dr. Peca-Medlin for
providing me with a unique view of understanding and explaining mathematical concepts. I was
able to put in practice the techniques I built over the previous semester and develop them more
fully. I would definitely recommend this program to any math major or minor. It not only teaches
you how to teach, but also helps you to solidify your own understanding of mathematics.


