
Being a UTA for Vector Calculus (MATH 223) has helped my engagement in many

different aspects of my education. When I took vector calc for the first time, I did not quite

understand it. I was more trying to pass than I was trying to learn and deeply understand the

material. I figured that helping students in the tutoring center and holding office hours would be

just a part of the job, but it in turn benefitted me in other high level math classes. A good portion

of Applied Math is dependent on calculus, and seeing these connections helped me to better

understand my own math as well as better help other students.

In addition to understanding math on a deeper level, participating in the UTA program

did improve my communication skills. Learning how to break down concepts and to approach

them in new ways while teaching them to other people is a skill I developed (mostly in the

tutoring center). Outside of this job, I have found that it is easier to explain what I need to, and

when I ask for help in my classes, I can communicate what I need and what I already understand,

which is easier for everyone.

As a student, it is easy to get down and defeated. When doing homework and exams,

most people think only about what they do not know instead of what they do know. I fell into this

thought pattern one too many times but becoming a UTA helped me a lot with that. Being able to

help someone else and make a difference in their education has a ripple effect on my confidence

in my math skills and overall knowledge.

I definitely would recommend this program to other students. There is no feeling like

helping others. Seeing their light bulb come on when they understand a concept when you are

helping them never gets old. Also, the skills that you learn in this job are applicable in many

different areas of your life. When interviewing for internships, I am able to communicate

effectively what I learned and how I can apply those skills outside of an academic setting.


