
Josh Hall Fall 2022

UTA Reflection

Overall, my time as a UTA this semester was a good experience, but it was very different from
my experience last semester, for several reasons. One of the main reasons is that students in
MATH 323 have different attitudes surrounding the course than MATH 129, because they are
choosing to major in math, so they are generally more interested in the course content, rather
than just a general requirement in many other degrees, like MATH 129. I appreciated this
because students were more engaged with learning the material, instead of just doing well on
assignments and tests. I think in the future I would want to work in these major specific classes
for these reasons. The work that I was doing was also different, as I did not grade anything last
semester, while much of my job focused on grading this semester. I learned a lot about the
process of grading, like how to create a key and a scoring guide, which is helpful, as I am
considering teaching as a career. I think that while grading is not my favorite thing, it was not as
bad as it seems, and was also nice as it is flexible with my schedule. Last semester, a lot of the
work I did was creating solution videos for the homeworks, so to avoid interruptions I would try
to schedule it around when my roommates would not be home, but this meant I had to work
during specific times, so it was much easier this semester to find the time to finish my work.

One aspect that I would definitely change in the future is that I would want to do more work
in-person. I worked in the tutoring center in the evening, which was remote. I chose this
because it was convenient to do on zoom, but I also had classes during the other times when
the tutoring center was open in-person. I think that it would have been better if the tutoring
center was open in the middle of the day between 2 and 4, because then it would be after most
people are done with classes, but still early enough where it would make sense to stay on
campus. In the future, I think I would rather do more in-person work, as I feel like it's easier to
connect with students, there is generally higher attendance, and there is less risk of technical
issues. This also relates to office hours, as I had online office hours this semester, and
attendance was very sparse, while last semester I had in-person office hours, and attendance
was much more consistent. In the future, I would try to have a mix of in-person and online, as it
would be the most beneficial for everyone.

Working in MATH 323 was very helpful for me this semester, because I could review a lot of the
concepts and techniques covered in the course. I took MATH 323 last spring, so this fall was the
first semester I took proof-based 400-level courses. Reviewing the content of this course was
helpful because I feel like my understanding of the material is much better the second time I
was exposed to it. Grading the homework assignments was especially helpful, as I gained a lot
of experience determining what is and is not valid in a proof. Also, every student has a unique
perspective which influences the way that they understand a topic and I felt like I learned a lot
reading through and grading their assignments.



I enjoyed my time working as a UTA, but I did not apply to return for the spring because I didn’t
have a specific course that I wanted to work with, and there are a few other things I would like to
focus on instead next semester. However, I will probably apply again next year, as I have found
this job to be very rewarding because of the work I get to do with students.


