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Throughout my semester in the UTA program working with Professor Weinan Wang on

MATH 129, I have had the opportunity to expand my knowledge on tutoring, teaching, creating

solution videos, and calculus in general. Overall, I have had a positive experience and truly

enjoyed the teaching and tutoring experience that this program has provided me.

When I began this program in August, I did not have any experience with tutoring my

peers on a university level. I was terrified my first day in the tutoring center, because I felt that I

would not be able to help anyone and that all of the students would ask me questions that I did

not know the answer to. I was nervous at first, but as each week passed, I became more and more

comfortable with my teaching methods and how to communicate with the students.

By the end of the semester, tutoring was my favorite part of this job and I came to look

forward to it each week. I was able to connect with certain students who would regularly come to

the tutoring center when I was there, and learn their learning styles and how to best communicate

ideas and concepts to them depending on whether they were a visual learner or a verbal learner. I

feel very comfortable and confident with explaining concepts to students that I previously did

not, even if I myself understood them.

Within the actual MATH 129 classroom, I was able to lead one in-class review session

before a midterm exam. I was given problems to work through beforehand and then review with

the class. I have never had the opportunity to lead a classroom up until this point, and that

experience helped me to understand what the students felt confident with and what they were

still struggling with overall, which also helped to inform my WebAssign solution videos. The

students communicated their specific confusion with me as well, allowing me to further explain



the portions of the questions that they did not fully understand, while also allowing me to keep a

good pace in order for us to cover all of the questions provided to me.

Regarding the WebAssign solution videos, which I spent most of my time as a UTA

creating, I have mixed feelings. I do believe that it is helpful for the students to see step-by-step

solutions to their homework assignments, which are solely on WebAssign. However, I think that

recording a video to explain these solution steps is unnecessary since most of the steps are easily

understood from simply viewing the solution as a whole, making commentary unnecessary and

unhelpful. I often felt that so much time and effort was put forward into these videos, and that

maybe there would have been a more useful activity for me to do. On a personal level, I have

been able to advance and develop my skills with Zoom recording, video development, and

communicating solutions with reasoning.

I was not able to participate in grading during my time in the UTA program this semester,

which is a skill I was hoping to get experience with through this program. Next semester, I will

be working as a ULA for a vector calculus class and my main responsibility will be grading. I

would have liked to begin developing my grading abilities in this program in order to enter that

new position with a more informed viewpoint, but I will be able to take the information I learned

in our first few weekly seminars on a fair grading rubric and how to encourage learning as

opposed to simply performing well on exams, homeworks, and quizzes.

The weekly seminars were an aspect of the UTA program that I felt was very helpful for

me. The opportunity to present a powerpoint on a math topic was not something I was able to

practice before, and it was very helpful to be able to see the good example before our own

presentations. The information, resources, and lessons given in the seminars were both engaging



and informative, and I am sure it will continue to be useful as I continue to pursue my

undergraduate mathematics degree.

Overall, I enjoyed participating in the UTA program this semester and working with

Professor Wang. I will carry the skills I learned this semester into my future endeavors and my

future education.


