
UTA Reflection Fall 2022

This semester, I was an undergraduate teaching assistant for Calculus 1 (Math 122B) for

Janice Takagi. I chose to apply to the program because I was a math tutor in high school, and am

planning on furthering my education in mathematics. I figured that by taking part in the program,

it would give me a good idea of what it is like to be on the teaching side of math as opposed to

just being a student. I was a bit nervous about applying, because I felt like I wasn’t far enough

along in my math career to be able to be a good TA. I like to think that that wasn’t the case.

I thought that I had a pretty good grasp on Calc 1 content before going into this semester,

as I had taken AP Calculus in high school and Math 122B here at the UofA, but this semester I

learned that you learn so many more new things about math when you teach it as opposed to

when you are learning it. I felt fairly confident in my Calc 1 knowledge before the program, but

now I feel as though I know it even better. Helping other people understand concepts only

furthers my own personal understanding of them. I was taking Calc 3 this semester, and it was

extremely helpful to be reviewing early calc concepts along with what I was currently learning in

class.

My duties this semester involved attending class weekly to assist with activities, grading

written homework assignments, and holding office hours twice a week. Office hours were what I

was most nervous about going into the semester. As a woman in a male dominated field, I often

feel like I have to work twice as hard as everyone else just to feel heard or respected. I was so

afraid of not being taken seriously for not being able to answer someone’s question, or for just

being me. Slowly, my confidence as I was holding office hours began to grow. I learned to not be

embarrassed if I wasn’t sure of how to explain something, and felt comfortable sending them in

the direction of the instructor instead. I learned that it is ok to ask a student for clarification in

what they are asking, and it isn’t a sign of weakness. It wasn’t always perfect, and some students

had some not so great things to say, but I think it helped me feel more comfortable in my field

and my program.

I am so incredibly thankful for my time in the program, and I think it was a really

valuable experience to have in my academic career. For me, it solidified my reasonings as to why

I want to study mathematics, and I like to think that I was able to help some of my students

solidify why they wanted to study math too.


