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In the Fall 2022 semester, I had the opportunity to work as the undergraduate teaching

assistant for MATH 313, Linear Algebra, under the mentorship of Dr. Peca-Medlin.

My responsibilities included holding office hours and grading students’ written practices.

I was given the autonomy to create the grading rubrics for the assignments I graded as I saw fit.

It was a new experience for me since it was up to my decision to deduct or give points to the

students. I needed to make sure that my grading was consistent, fair, and helpful for the students’

learning. I realized that, in certain contexts like practice assignments, it matters much more to

make sure that the students are able to understand and apply the concepts learned in class,

awarding them points accordingly, than to be pedantic and deduct points for minute errors like

calculation errors.

As another part of my UTA duties, I created walkthrough videos to write up the solutions

for the mock problems in order to help students prepare for their exams. In making these videos,

I got to improve my presentation skills by making sure that I was thorough and precise but still

concise and straightforward. It was challenging at first since, for any particular problem, I

wanted to touch base on multiple other relevant concepts, causing my videos to be lengthier than

I aimed for. As I grew more used to making walkthrough videos, I was able to convey my

thoughts more succinctly yet fully.

One thing about MATH 313 is that the students are not assumed to have taken any

proof-based classes. As a result, I found it necessary to adjust my explanations so that they are

more intuitive and comprehensible. I took it as an interesting task for myself, looking at the same



problems from multiple perspectives and finding out which method would be the most sensible. I

still tried to incorporate as many rigorous arguments as I thought were suitable since it was the

mathematical rigor that made me find linear algebra so fascinating.


