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This spring was my fourth semester as a part of the UTA Program. This time, I worked with 

Math 315, or Introduction to Number Theory and Modern Algebra.  

 My main responsibilities as a teaching assistant for the class were grading and helping 

with small group worksheets during class. One thing that was a little different about my 

experience with grading this semester was that I was responsible for grading all of the homework 

submissions by myself. I had complete jurisdiction over where to assign points on each question 

and what to deduct them for. I found this a little overwhelming initially, but I gradually got more 

comfortable with it. There were only four homework assignments for the whole semester, so it 

wasn’t like I was bogged down with grading every week either. 

 Working with the class directly was undoubtedly the highlight of the semester for me. I 

expressed in my interview that I hoped to work with a class that allowed me to do some more in-

person activities. Given this priority, Math 315 was an excellent match for me. I enjoyed being 

able to observe students’ developing understanding directly. Helping with the group worksheets 

also gave me a lot of practice with thinking about math on the fly, as I did not generally get to 

see the solutions to the worksheets before the class started working on them. It was very 

rewarding to have a chance to teach students about material that I find compelling as well. 

 This semester was also my first opportunity to work with a class that used proofs. As 

most of the students were also learning how to write proofs for the first time, it was interesting to 

watch them learn and observe that process from the perspective of an instructor. I found it to be a 

good example of how people don’t always learn in the way that you would expect them to. There 

were often clear trends in what the class struggled with that were completely the opposite of 

what I would have expected them to. For example, one thing that I found interesting was how 

many students tend to overcomplicate problems. On both the homework and in-class worksheets, 

I often caught students who figured out the most efficient way to answer a question trying to 

force a solution using a much more cumbersome method because the first “seemed too easy” or 

some variation on that. As such, assisting with this class proved to be a good exercise in being an 

adaptable instructor. 



 Overall, I enjoyed having yet another opportunity to be a part of the UTA Program. I 

would like to thank Dr. Duron and Dr. Peca-Medlin for running the program this semester and 

also Dr. Addabbo for being such a great mentor. 


