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This semester, I was the UTA for Topology (Math 432). I chose to apply to this program

because the professor this semester, Dr. Cherkis, reached out to me personally to be his TA. I

was conflicted about applying for this program since I hadn’t really thought about myself being a

TA before then, but reading these reflection reports from other TAs made the deciding factor for

me, so hopefully this helps someone else decide.

The work this semester was not quite what I expected. My mentor assigned a new

homework for students nearly every class, which meant that every week I had 1-2 assignments

to grade. Because of this, the vast majority of my time being a TA was spent grading

assignments. I also held calculus tutoring for two hours per week and a topology office hour

once a week as well. However, about 5 people total showed up for calculus tutoring and actually

nobody ever showed up to my topology office hours. I initially anticipated working closely with

the students, but for the most part the work was just grading. It should be noted, however, that

from what I can gather that my experience is not typical. My TA peers describe people always

coming in and out of tutoring and doing a lot more work than just grading for their classes, like

creating review sheets or giving lectures. I think that for the most part my experience in the TA

program is due to my own choices. I chose my calculus hours early in the morning, which I

understand is the time when people want to do calculus the least. Also, topology is a small class

(with only 6 people in it at the end of the semester!) so the chances were pretty low that anyone

would show up anyways. Also, Dr. Cherkis was always accommodating, so I’m sure if I asked

for more varied responsibilities I’m sure he would oblige. As it is, I’m fine grading since one of

the reasons I wanted to try out being a TA was to better understand other student’s works.



All in all, I had a great time this semester. It certainly defied my expectations, but it was

an enjoyable experience nonetheless. While I didn’t interact with students as much as I had

originally hoped, the program was also not as time intensive as I had initially feared, so it was

easy to strike a balance between my own classes and working. I think that next semester if I am

a TA again I will try to schedule my tutoring hours later in the day so more people show up and

also make an effort to be more involved with students. I do think that this was an experience that

helped me get a better understanding of some of the duties of being a professor or for one day

perhaps being a graduate TA. I’m not sure yet if that’s something I want to do, but after this

program I am seriously considering that path. This was not only a great learning experience but

it was also pretty fun too, so I plan to apply for next semester too. I do recommend the UTA

Program for students considering applying for themselves, but I will say that grading does take

quite a lot of energy so it’s important to properly schedule work so you have enough time to get

all of your work done. Beyond that, it was a great experience!


