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This was my first semester as a UTA, and overall, it was a very good experience. Before 

I came to the University of Arizona, I was a tutor for K-12 math, so I knew I was interested in 

teaching, but there were some aspects of teaching at that level that I didn’t like. I wasn’t sure if I 

wanted to continue, or if I would like teaching more at the university level, so I decided to apply 

to be a UTA. 

Looking back at this semester, the best part of this job was when I was able to teach. I 

had office hours twice a week, and I held review sessions before the exams. When the 

semester started, my office hours were only online, and attendance was very limited; but about 

halfway through the semester, we transitioned one of them to be in-person. While attendance 

was still sparse, I did consistently have at least one student every time. I was able to help them 

work through their homework and answer general content questions and the students always 

responded very positively. I held three review sessions altogether for the whole class during the 

semester, and they were probably the most interesting part of being a UTA for me. For the first 

two sessions, I received specific examples from the instructor to go over that would be relevant 

to those midterms, but for the last one, which was for the final exam, I had the opportunity to 

prepare it on my own, which was one of the most insightful aspects of this whole process.  At 

first, I wasn’t very sure about my ability to teach effectively, but after each session, my 

confidence grew, and I realized that I both enjoyed teaching, and that it was something I was 

capable of doing.  

Aside from the teaching experience, the most useful skill I learned while being a UTA 

was LaTeX. I had previous experience with markup languages, so I picked up the basics fairly 

quickly, but there was always something new to learn and improve either the overall aesthetic or 

to speed up the process of creating a document. Outside of my work as a UTA, I have used 

LaTex for homework in my classes, creating personal study guides, and updating my resume. 

Also, I got to review many of the concepts from MATH 129 as part of my job, which was very 

helpful because I was taking MATH 355 this semester, which is built on a lot of the ideas first 

introduced in MATH 129, and this would definitely apply to TA’ing any other prerequisite course.   

 Based on these experiences, being a UTA is definitely something I would want to do 

again. I was able to help students, but at the same time, it provided many learning opportunities 

for me. So overall, it was a very valuable experience for me in my academic career. 


