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February 7, 2008 is the first day of the Chinese New Year.    It is Year 4705 by Chinese calendar.                                                                  The new year is the year of the Rat. By this system, the Name of the Year is repeated and re-cycled every 60 years. 

                    



The Chinese Zodiac  

The Chinese Zodiac consists of a twelve-year cycle, each year of which is named after a different animal that imparts distinct characteristics to its year.  Many Chinese believe that the year of a person’s birth is the primary factor in determining that person’s personality traits, physical and mental attributes, and degree of success and happiness throughout his/her lifetime.

Rat 

2008 (1996)
A person born in the year of the Rat is ambitious, honest, and spend freely, but they rarely make lasting friendships.

Ox  

2009 (1997)
A person born in the year of the Ox is bright, patient, and inspiring to others. This person can be content alone, but can become an excellent parent.

Tiger

2010 (1998)
A person born in the year of the Tiger is aggressive, courageous, candid, and sensitive.

Rabbit  

2011 (1999)
The luckiest of all the signs. A person born in the year of the Rabbit is talented, articulate, affectionate, shy, and a seeker of peace.

Dragon

2012 (2000)
A person born in the year of the Dragon tends to be eccentric with a complex life. This person has a very passionate nature and good health.

Snake

2013 (2001)
A person born in the year of the Snake is wise and intense with a tendency towards physical beauty, tends to be vain and high-tempered.

Horse

2014 (2002)
A person born in the year of the Horse is popular, and attractive to the opposite sex. This person is often ostentatious and impatient.

Sheep

2015 (2003)
A person born in the year of the Sheep is elegant, creative, and timid. People born in the year of the Sheep prefer anonymity.

Monkey

2016 (2004)
A person born in the year of the Monkey is very intelligent, enthusiastic achievers, and are able to influence people; but are easily discouraged.

Cock  
   2017
 (2005)
A person born in the year of the Cock is a pioneer in spirit who is devoted to work and quests for knowledge.  People born in the year of the Cock tend to be selfish and eccentric.

Dog 

2018 (2006)
A person born in the year of the Dog is loyal, honest, generous, and works well with others; but can sometimes be stubborn and often selfish.

Boar 
2019 (2007)
A person born in the year of the Boar is noble and chivalrous.  Boars build lifetime friendships but are prone to marital strife.

Questions

1a.  What is your sign under the Chinese Zodiac?

  b.  Do you identify with any of the traits listed for your sign?  If so, which?

2. Sir Isaac Newton was born on Christmas Day (December 25) in 1642 (which is also the year Galileo died).  What was Newton’s birth sign under the Chinese Zodiac?                                                     Explain your reasoning convincingly!

3. There are also 5 “elements” in the Chinese Zodiac: Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal, and Water.  This new year will be an “Earth Rat” year.   But the year-by-year cycle goes like this: Wood, Wood, Fire, Fire, Earth, Earth, Metal, Metal, Water, Water, and then repeats. Taking these elements and the animal cycle into account, how many years does it take the Chinese Zodiac to repeat?
Resources:
http://www.chinapage.com/newyear.html  
http://www.math.nus.edu.sg/aslaksen/calendar/chinese.html
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/chinese-new-year/index.html
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